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Advisory Council

Brunei.

PART I

GENERAL REVIEW OF 1954

HE year 1954 must be described, primarily as a year of plan-
ning, rather than a year of spectacular development.

A prospective visitor who had been reading about Brunei
beforehand and who arrived here at the end of 1954 would
probably have been disappointed in what he saw. 1954 was a
year in which many new projects had been started, and by the
end of the year had only reached the untidy stage, where little
improvement was noticeable, although much spade-work on the
foundations, etc., had been completed. This not only applied to
work of material construction such as roads, buildings, etc., but
also to other schemes such as Old Age Pensions, Medical and
Educational development plans.

The Development Plan has of course brought in its wake the
usual difficulties which are inevitable, housing shortages, servant
and labour shortages, the necessity to recruit labour overseas and
consequently the necessary tightening up of immigration rules.
The appalling weather conditions of heavy and continuous rain-
fall experienced for the last quarter of the year, greatly handi-
capped the Public Works Department on all their outside work,
and gave the appearance that the roads and building areas were
a quagmire of mud and sand.

The arrival of the Commissioner of Development in October,
1954, was a most useful addition to the British Resident’s Office
staff, and we are now sure that the planning and co-ordination of
the Development Plan is in experienced and competent hands.
Progress under the Development Plan will be dealt with in greater
detail later in this section, but generally speaking progress can be
said to have been satisfactory in spite of the shortage of ex-
perienced staff.

The Constitution Committee, which was set up by His High-
ness the Sultan in 1953, toured the Federation of Malaya during
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