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OVER a period of 10 years from 2007
to 2016, I had written and published
around 300 articles for my ‘The
Golden Legacy’ column in Brunei'’s
former national newspaper, The
Brunei Times.

The first three years’ worth of
articles had been compiled and
published in three different books -
The Golden Warisan Volume 1, The
Golden Warisan Volume 2 and Our
Brunei Heritage. The first two had been republished by Dewan
Bahasa dan Pustaka Brunei.

In 2017, I have also published a fourth compilation which
covered articles from 2012 to 2015 entitled From Kianggeh to
Weston, From Italy to America: 400 Years of Brunei History. I do
have a number of articles which have not yet been published for
the years of 2010, 2011 and 2016 which will be compiled into
three different books.

While the books’ compilations are chronological records of
the articles that I have written, they are random - in that in each
volume, the articles cover many different subject matters, time
periods and places. Readers have expressed that these to be
grouped based on subject matters.

[ have since then published two such specialized
compilations. The first compilation of common subject matter
articles being compiled together covers the various myths and
legends that I had written coming from Brunei as well as from
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Borneo in a book entitled Monsters, Dragons and Fairies: Myths
and Legends from Borneo and Brunei and a second compiled
articles related to the golden period of Islam in Brunei. The
latter was published by the University Islam Sultan Sharif Ali
Press entitled The Golden Islamic Heritage of Brunei Darussalam.

In your hand now, is the third of such specialized
compilation looking at the origins of Brunei and the many place
names that we have in this beautiful country of ours.

One of the problems with doing compilations of specialized
articles as well as annual chronological compilations, is that
some of the articles may appear in different books under the
different compilations. So, I do hope that you, my dear readers,
will be able to accept those ‘repeats’. To compensate, I have
included three new articles which I do hope will complement
the rest of the articles. v

I hope you all enjoy reading this book and the many other
books that I have published and hope to publish in the future as
much as I have enjoyed writing them. Insya’Allah the next book
will be a compilation of articles on the culture of Brunei entitled
Brunei Culture in a Betelnut Shell.

Wassalam.

Rozan Yunos
1 October 2019
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THE ORIGINS OF THE
NAME ‘BRUNEI DARUSSALAM’

Theories on the Origins of Brunei

AS ONE of the ancient kingdoms of the
Malay Archipelago, Brunei’s historical
legacy is long and compares with, or

even exceeds that of other better-

known empires in the region.

Among others, its strategic geographical location and
well-sheltered harbour has made it a safe place for ships
plying their trade in the Southeast Asian region from as

early as the sixth Century.
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If you sometimes wonder how Brunei and the other interesting
places in Brunei get their unique and unusual names like the names
that all end in "ONG’ such as Tutong, Temburong, Gadong,
Sengkurong, Bengkurong and the likes, then wonder no more. This
book written by Rozan Yunos, his 11th book, will answer many of
those questions and will get readers to know more about the
interesting stories behind those unique and unusual place names in
Brunei Darussalam.
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